DAVIDSTOW PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting Monday August 10th 2009

Tremail Methodist Hall

Present: Julie Dowton (chair), Bob English, Liz Gregory, Robert Baker, Mike Davey, Stuart Cornelius.

Members of the public present: 11 including Ray Watson, Jane Moore, Peter Brown, Marjorie Colwill etc. Mex Merrick (taking minutes)

The Chair welcomed Stuart Cornelius on to the Parish Council.

Public Session 1

Community Network

The Chair welcomed Chris Sims (Bude & Camelford Community Network Manager for Cornwall Council).

He presented copies of ‘Localism In Cornwall’ leaflet to the council and public present and went through all the points listed to explain the new system of communication between volunteer groups (such as parish Councils) and Cornwall Council.

There will be a ‘Community Network Panel’ on which members of volunteer groups will sit to further communication.

The Chair expressed a concern that in the past we have had difficulty in ‘being heard by anybody’ consequently making it difficult to make any progress with any matters.

Liz Gregory asked what is happening with planning we have not been receiving applications. Chris Sims informed the meeting that we should be receiving notification and will look into it.

The public were invited to ask questions which Chris Sims responded accordingly.

The Chair thanked Chris Sims for coming and he left at 8:10pm

Public Session 2

Wind Farm Planning

There will be a planning meeting at Camelford on 11th August. The Chair has booked a 3 minute slot to put forward objections raised by the public and asked all present for their opinions so that they could be included.

Many objections were raised including:

Concern for light aircraft landing during poor visibility (health & safety).

Military training requirements.

Danger to wildlife (Robin Paris has prepared a report for Friends Of The Earth)

Personal Health & Safety.

Visual affects including tourism aspects.

Economic factor.

Damage to roads during construction.

Out of Bounds areas around all turbines preventing access to common land.

Massive amounts of concrete.

Discarded equipment left lying around on site.

Liz Gregory understands that the Environment Agency have withdrawn their objection. Bob English thinks that this will make little difference.

Cornwall Council have not helped locals be a part of the planning process.

Access to planning information has not been easy for people who do not have or use computers.

The Chair thanked the public for attending and for their help in identifying areas of concern.

Members of the public left at 8:55pm.

Minutes of the last meeting (date) were read and signed by the chair as a correct record. Proposed: Bob English, seconded: Robert Baker.

Matters Arising.

Robert Baker has spoken with the Vicar at Boscastle to inform him that the Parish Council of Davidstow would like the Handbells to live in the parish where they belong. They will need to be valued as our insurance with Zurich only goes up to £10,000.oo for any one item. Are they currently covered on any insurance policy?

We will need to change the insurance to name all items such as phone boxes, handbells etc.

The proprietor of the motorcycle track has exceeded the limit of 14-28 days and has been running as a business for at least 60 days. He is charging £5.00 per bike per day and apparently insists on cash payments. There are no toilet facilities.

Gwyn Morley is looking into planning at Inny Vale re: septic tank and fencing.

Planning

There were currently no planning matters other than wind farm (see above) to be dealt with

Finance.

There were currently no financial matters to be dealt with

Correspondence.

Marion Baker: letter apologising for her behaviour at the last meeting. Members agreed generally that a neutral meeting place is still needed.

The Chair pointed out that the Methodist hall offered no liability insuranace making it unusable for such groups the Commoners Association, the Village Hall Committee and anyone else without their own cover.

Southwest Lakes Trust: have provided a Draft Management Plan on CD which Bob English will copy and hand on to other members.

Cornwall Rural Community Council: Tracy Edwards sent details of AONB Management Plan with details of Parish involvement and events that the public can attend.

United nations Climate Change: outlining the ‘Climate Change’ event on July 10th and notification of the next event at Truro Cathedral on October 9th 2009.

Enclosed declaration to sign.

Davidstow Village Hall: inviting PC to be represented on the new committee.

Robert Baker to represent. Proposed: Liz Gregory, Seconded: Bob English,

all agreed.

Cornwall Council Highways: Canworthy Water road will be closed for one week from September 14th.

Truro College: details of training available for people working in the community.

National Probation Service: David Tomkinson with details of their ‘Unpaid Work Unit’ offering help to the community.

Cornwall Council: Mandy Hancock requesting forms to be filled in with details of Parish Council membership.

Any Other Business.

The Chair and Vice chair need to re-sign the final transfer document for the sale of the village hall. To be handed to the Village Hall Committee when signed for forwarding to Parnalls.

Road signs to holiday homes are still being put up. Liz has been in touch with Colin Lewis who has issued a warning but they still keep putting them back. Liz to continue to deal with.

Mike Davey asks where the new notice board should be erected now that we can use the phone box at Trewassa for notices.  Stuart Cornelius suggests Hallworthy so that the community there can be aware of matters. We could share a board with neighbouring Warbstow Parish. Stuart will talk to David Kivell about possible siting at the market place.

Liz will talk to Warbstow Parish Council.

Liz is still chasing the Corlink situation and will contact all local Parish Councils for support.

A group of 8-14 yr old unaccompanied Belgian scouts arrived in Tremail looking for shelter. Locals were particularly concerned for their welfare. Local Police were contacted.

Date of next meeting: Monday September 7th. 7.30pm

The Chair closed the meeting at 9:55pm.

